
That header should read My Musical Tour, as it's purely from my perspective. Originally, I had one 
self-imposed limitation, which was to not name any artist more than once. I found this completely 
unworkable in the end, considering the scope I wanted to cover. I have tried to be as balanced as I  
could and include as much diversity as possible, but a project such as this, no matter how extensive, 
can only go as far as my own experiences. Which, sadly, excluded more albums than it didn't - there 
are many I would have liked the time and resources to hear but it just wasn't possible . (Some are 
even sitting on my shelf quite despondent and unplayed).

For that reason, if you actually manage to get through this entire "book", I hope it becomes evident 
that the  reappearance of several artists wasn't laziness. It's more that if I am to talk about favourites  
in any given category, then that is exactly what I should do. So, if anyone feels it necessary to 
accuse me of favouritism, I'm just gunna smile at point out the title of this page. Or maybe just say:  
Whatever my personal reasons are for favouring something; it wouldn't happen if the music wasn't 
awesome in the first place.

There's been no rankings applied, (mostly) just the age-old system of alphabetical order. My reason 
for this is simple - I have different reasons for favouring different things. Even if the music was 
comparable, my reasons are not.
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Website Directory
A bunch o' handy links to aid your music discovery

Black Mountain http://www.blackmountainarmy.com/downloads.php
Alcest http://www.alcest-music.com/
Android Lust http://www.androidlust.com/
Angus & Julia Stone http://www.angusandjuliastone.com
Blue Water White Death http://bluewaterwhitedeath.com/
Boduf Songs http://bodufsongs.com/
CoCoRosie http://www.cocorosieland.com/
Crippled Black Phoenix http://www.crippledblackphoenix.com/
Danger Mouse & Sparklehorse http://www.dnots.com/
Dark Dark Dark http://brightbrightbright.com/
David Wilson http://ribbonsribbons.blogspot.com/
Glissando http://www.myspace.com/glissando
Grave Babies http://www.myspace.com/gravebabies

Have A Nice Life
http://www.myspace.com/haveanicelife
http://enemieslist.net/timeofland/

Her Name Is Calla
http://hernameiscalla.com/
http://www.denovali.com/hernameiscalla/

Invisible Elephant
http://www.myspace.com/invisibleelephant1
http://invisible-elephant.bandcamp.com/

J. Tillman http://www.myspace.com/jtillman
Joanna Newsom http://www.myspace.com/joannanewsomfansite
Jonathan Meiburg http://www.shearwatermusic.com/
Joseph Childress http://www.myspace.com/josephchildress
Les Discrets http://www.lesdiscrets.com/
Lois Magic http://www.myspace.com/loismagic
Lotte Kestner http://http://www.myspace.com/annalynnew
Mount Eerie http://www.pwelverumandsun.com/
Pillars And Tongues http://www.myspace.com/pillarsandtongues

Planning For Burial
http://www.myspace.com/planningforburial
http://musicruinslives.bandcamp.com/

Scout Niblett http://www.scoutniblett.com/
Sharon Van Etten http://www.sharonvanetten.com/
Shearwater http://www.shearwatermusic.com/
Sightings http://www.myspace.com/sightings
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Sleepy Sun http://www.sleepysun.net/
The Camel of the Sea http://www.myspace.com/camelofthesea
The Monroe Transfer http://www.themonroetransfer.co.uk/
Timber Timbre http://www.timbertimbre.com/
Tori Amos http://www.toriamos.com/
Wive http://wivecult.com/

Denovali Records http://www.denovali.com/
Daytrotter http://www.daytrotter.com/al/artists/alphabetical.html
Gizeh Records http://www.gizehrecords.com/Gizeh/Gizeh.html
Graveface Records http://www.graveface.com/
Silber Records http://www.silbermedia.com/

Skrot Up
http://skrotup.bandcamp.com/
http://skrotup.blogspot.com/

Southern Records http://www.southern.com/

http://www.southern.com/
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Favourite Albums
Listening to an album is rarely hard, but writing about them can be difficult; often because I don't  
know what to say or I have too much to say. This is especially true for albums I really love, as in  
those instances the music tends to resonate with me on a level beyond rationale. Which means just 
exactly why I love something can become as hard to define as love itself, not necesserily because I 
don't know why I love it, but because it can be nigh on impossible to convey the significance of the 
reasons - I end up spluttering and gushing like a love-sick teen. It's horrible.

On that note, you may find I have occasionally put the focus on some of the things I couldn't, or  
didn't, say in any reviews (if I actually wrote one).

Black Mountain - Wilderness Heart

The third album from Black Mountain is, overall, probably their most refined and consistent to date. 
(yes, resorting to reviewer catchphrases for this one). Minor disappointment in there being no 
absolute standouts or epic jams the likes of Bright Lights (from In The Future) is allayed by there 
being nothing I don't actually like. If you like your psych to rock and rock pretty damn hard, you 
can't look past Wilderness Heart.

Boduf Songs - This Alone Above All Else In Spite of Everything



What an incredibly good development in the opus of Boduf Songs. I already let my thoughts be 
known about this album earlier in the year, and I doubt I could expand on that any, but the basic 
summary remains true: "like a Grimm fairytale that crept up to me and whispered sweet nothings". 
Except for the "nothings" bit - that's obviously a misnomer.

Danger Mouse & Sparklehorse - Dark Night of the Soul

By all rights it should have been on a 2009 list, and very well was on a few I spotted last year - 
which, funnily enough, was how I found out about it. But whether you heard it last year or this year 
matters little, it's a great album that has lost little impact. Danger Mouse and Sparklehorse (Mark 
Linkous,  RIP)  together  with  an  all-star  cast  of  musicians,  pulled  off  a  musically  diverse  but 
thematically cohesive album that is absorbing, compelling and occasionally chilling.

Her Name is Calla - The Quiet Lamb



I've just about run out of words I can use to describe this album, and many others have done a better 
job than I  could ever  hope to,  so I  just  want  to say this,  to  expand on something I  once said 
elsewhere... Her Name is Calla are one of those bands who write music that makes me wish I could 
write music. As a writer of words only, there is a constant stream of things in the world that provide 
inspiration, that spur the imagination and creep into my words subconsciously but recognisably. 
Some even inspire a touch of  jealousy (I admit I wish I had written something anywhere near as  
good as Jeanette Winterson's Sexing the Cherry). More simply, there are thousands of things every 
day that inspire the urge to pick up my own instrument - which is nought but a pen. Every now and 
then, though, I see or hear something that inspires a reaction on a different level. It's not about a 
desire to copy or even to pay homage, it's  about understanding that there are things, ideas and 
emotions, that are too intricate, too expansive to fit into the small and relatively singular things 
words are. It's about wanting to speak in a language that is understood wordlessly and universally.

Invisible Elephant - The Lights Go Out

This album is going to remain a perennial favourite. Not the least because it's a great album. I found 
it sitting relatively inconspicuously on Bandcamp earlier in the year, listened to the opening track 
and thought I had found something special. The Lights Go Out was the first album I ever sat down 
with and truly tried to put what I heard into words, in a way that would - hopefully - help others 
connect to it the same way I did. Through a series of little things, ultimately you can blame this  



album for me shifting the focus and paying more attention to what I put up here at S4E, as well as 
taking the plunge and writing reviews over at  [sic].  It  expanded the way I listen to music,  the 
expectations I had and my ideas of what can be acheived by one person at home with stories to tell.

Pillars and Tongues - Lay of Pilgrim Park

As with many of the other albums here, I often make attempts to describe this album; and the music 
of Pillars and Tongues in general, for that matter. It's a surprisingly complicated challenge, and quite 
at odds with the belief that I have an immediate grasp on their music whenever I listen to it. Lay of  
Pilgrim Park is vast and exquisitely beautiful. It teeters on the brink of being constructed around 
you  as  you  listen,  but  lets  you  walk  it  without  ever  feeling  like  it's  unfinished or  that  there's 
something missing; and remains in existence long after the last note fades. Perhaps one day I'll be 
capable of describing it instead of simply showing other people where it is.

Planning For Burial – Leaving



Some albums you just really like spending time with, the kind that if a track pops up while your  
library  is  on  shuffle,  you'll  stop  and  play  the  album  in  full.  Leaving  just  has  that  familiar, 
comforting sensibility, and I wouldn't even say in spite of its subject matter, but - perhaps oddly, I 
don't  know - beacuse of it.  It's  also my favourite  review that  I've written for [sic].  Which has 
nothing to do with the review itself, more because the two that preceded it resulted in a fairly steep 
learning curve for a couple of things, and by the end of it I started to wonder if perhaps writing 
reviews in a more formal setting would alter the way I listen to music, the way I connect to it and 
ultimately make me more critical by virtue of attempting critique. I listened to Leaving, knowing 
full well I intended to write for it from the start, and knew immediately that none of those things  
would change.

Scout Niblett - The Calcination of Scout Niblett

Quite simply, one of the most charming rock albums ever. Which is really saying something, as far 
as I'm concerned. There's not many albums that you can classify as rock, punk, blues or whatever  
else, that you can also call refined, beautiful, intimate and utterly adorable. Searingly heart-felt and 
warming - I want to get marshmallows and roast them on that flame while fondly reminiscing all of 
my heartbreaks with Scout. That'd be sweet.

Shearwater - The Golden Archipelago



I'm not sure what more I can say about Shearwater that I haven't  said at  one point or another.  
They're one of the bands that got me excited about music again for the first time in a long time 
(after I first heard tracks from Palo Santo, about three years ago). For that reason alone they'll  
always be favoured in one way or another, but it's not the reason I like The Golden Archipelago so 
much. It took me a little while to appreciate it as much as I do now. I thought it was a little more 
subdued than some of what could be found on previous albums, and at first I kinda missed the 
soaring heights I had expected. But the more I got to know it, the more I realised it couldn't have 
worked anywhere near as well as it does with the same kind of dramatics as you can occasionally 
hear on Rook. Subtlety is key.

Sleepy Sun – Fever

Sleepy Sun are probably the biggest teases ever. And I lap it up each and every time. Well, all two 
of them, anyway. Seriously, they're gorgeous - and here I'm talking about the music. Fever is just  
pure, shiny goodness that's over all too quickly, even with the inclusion of the near-10 minute track 
Sandstorm Woman. As much as I love every second of it, it means their albums are very much of 
the  please  sir,  may I  have  some more  variety.  Oh,  and  while  I'm at  it  with  the  thinly veiled 
innuendo, I may as well just confirm that Bret Constantino has the sexiest voice of the year. There,  
it's decided.



Android Lust - The Human Animal
Excellent progression for one of the edgiest female artists out there - industrial with a thoroughly 
organic aesthetic, and subject matter to make you burn with a variety of emotions.

Blue Water White Death - Self-Titled
One of the most intriguing albums I've listened to in recent times. Deceptively simple, instantly 
engaging and I think I'll spend a good deal of 2011 continuing to travel its depths.

Crippled Black Phoenix - I, Vigilante
Absolutely stellar  release,  marred very slightly by the  inclusion of  the  unlisted  track Burning 
Bridges - not my cup of tea, unfortunately, and feels a little at odds with the rest of the album.

Jonathan Meiburg - Buteo Buteo
Beautiful album that, while technically recorded four years ago, was released to the general public 
November of this year. That makes three nods in total to work involving Mr. Meiburg. The man's 
got talent.

The Monroe Transfer - Trials
If you have any difficulty being able to engage with instrumental music, you should take a listen to 
this - immediately captivating, almost beyond reason.

Mount Eerie - Song Islands Vol 2
One word:  Epic.  This  is  probably the  definitive  testament  to  the prolificacy and talent  of  Phil 
Elverum.

Tori Amos - Live From the Artists Den
Technically not an album, but well worth inclusion and saves me having to think of yet another 
category to justify it. Filmed in December of 2009, not long after I saw her during the AAtS tour. 
Such  a  beautiful,  intimate  performance,  with  bonus  points  earned  for  being  interspersed  with 
interview segments that provide great insight. And the rendition of Bells for Her... ♥

Wive - Pvll
A recent acquisition, thanks to a tip over on TheSteinbergPrinciple. Wish I'd known about it sooner.  
Matt  Irwin  and  Hannah  Murray  (formerly  of  A Whisper  In  The  Noise,  which  is  admittedly 
apparent), together with a few other collaborators, unstitch the elements of classic dark folk and sew 
them back up into ten beautifully odd new shapes.



Favourite EPs and Singles
With so many artists  releasing free MP3s of the lead singles from albums as the main way to 
generate interest and boost album sales, the single as a preview for what's to come is starting to 
become a bit of a lost art. A good single/EP serves a few different purposes, I suppose. The main 
ones being to appeal to existing fans who are - or attempt to be - discography completists, the other 
to appeal to possible new fans by offering a good sample of tracks for less investment. I guess that's  
why it's not as popular as it once was - many would just download an album to see if they liked an  
artist. Still, they remain a good way for many artists to get a few of their best tracks into circulation, 
or a neat little selection of good material that just wouldn't - or didn't - suit an album.

Glissando - The Long Lost / Of Silence

This two-track release exemplifies the word dazzling. I do have to admit to not being as well versed 
in Glissando's dicography as I could. I have the 2008 release With Our Arms Wide Open We March 
Towards the Burning Sea and a couple of the live EPs (Live One and Live Two), all of which I'm 
quite fond, but arriving in between their last album and the next, The Long Lost is a breathtaking 
promise fulfilled and made.

Grave Babies - Gouge Your Eyes Out



I'm going to have to confess I dismissed Grave Babies kinda quick when I first heard a couple of  
their tracks. Then I heard the title track from this two-song single (B-side - Traumatic Visions), and 
it crept under my skin so much I had to give the rest of their stuff second attention. I'm glad I did,  
because I would have missed out some awesome music otherwise.

Have A Nice Life - Time of Land

Have A Nice Life popped up on my radar earlier this year, but it took a couple of recommendations  
and this free EP for me to finally check them out and - obviously - I was impressed. It's a little 
difficult to say exactly why, now that I'm sitting here trying to. Often when I listen to HANL, I 
recall the Einstein quote "The secret of creativity is knowing how to hide your sources", and I think 
perhaps had he the chance to hear this, and the album Deathconsciousness, I'm almost certain he'd 
say "I stand corrected" - they're obvious as hell, but it does nothing to stop some of their music from 
being more exciting and engaging than a good deal else that's out there. 

Her Name Is Calla - Long Grass



There's just no two ways about it, HNIC are responsible for some of the best music of the year, and 
massive amounts of thought has gone into every aspect of their releases this year. Long Grass is one 
of the most beautifully restrained moments on The Quiet Lamb, and has lyrics which aim for the 
heart with pinpoint accuracy. The two non-album tracks - A Sleeper and The White and the Skin -  
are also welcome gifts. 

Favourite Tracks
You know, the ones I played over and over and put a little ♥ next to them on Last.fm. 

Her Name is Calla - Thief

If I try to say something more about HNIC, or this song in particular, it'll start to get gratuitous and 
very un-becoming - if it hasn't already.

Invisible Elephant -You Can Have It All

Capable of inducing mild motion-sickness when played through half-decent speakers. If that sounds 
like something you don't want to experience, let me just say... You're wrong - it's awesome.

Planning For Burial - If I knew What To Say

From the recently released split  CD with Lonesummer; immediately effective and my favourite 
PFB track so far.

Boduf Songs - I Am Going Away and I Am Never Coming Back

What can I say...? This song makes me shiver, in all the right ways and a couple of wrong ones. 
Which just makes my affections for it all the more strong.

Pillars and Tongues - The Centre Of



The epitome of entrancing.

Angus & Julia Stone - Draw Your Swords

This was the immediate stand-out track to me on the album Down the Way. One of their best songs 
and one I've taken very much to heart.

Honourable Mentions

• Black Mountain - Rollercoaster
• Danger Mouse and Sparklehorse - Revenge (featuring Wayne Coyne)
• Lois Magic - Gifthorse
• Lotte Kestner - Crush the Bird*
• Scout Niblett - Meet and Greet
• Sightings - Tar and Pine
• Sleepy Sun - Rigamaroo

*I couldn't leave that one out. Although originally from 2008, Silber re-released the album (China  
Mountain) this year, thus it qualifies.

Favourite Labels
Either for their extremely good taste, a genuine love for what they do, superior customer service, 
just plain funkiness or a combination of all aspects...

Denovali Records

Denovali  have an awesome catalogue,  coupled with a serious dedication to producing physical 



products that can be considered genuine works of art. Doesn't get much better than that.

Gizeh Records

If you need to know the reasons why I favour Gizeh, check out eleven of them by way of their  
Winter Sampler, available for download on Bandcamp. (Seriously - Trespassers William. Rainbow 
Connection. That was one of the first songs I ever loved and attempted to sing).

Graveface Records

I've  only just  recently started  exploring  the  Graveface  catalogue,  but  I  like  what  I  hear.  Plus, 
everything you purchase comes with an immediate download, they price their stuff so that I almost 
felt like I was stealing from them when I bought the Blue Water White Death CD (seriously, $10 for 
a CD, delivered anywhere - I've been charged $8 just for postage from the US), and they offer a 
reward program whereby you can redeem points for free stuff. What more could you possibly want? 
The chance to call them and tell them strange stories? Raffles?  Free bubblegum? They do that, too.

Silber Records



If you're even a semi-regular reader of S4E, you'll have no doubt noticed Silber's releases featured 
here on a frequent basis. "Drone, love, honesty, sound"...? Yes.

Skrot Up

Here's an anomaly for you... I made a particular point this year that I'm not  entirely fond of cassette 
releases, yet here I am naming Skrot Up, whose releases are predominantly cassette, as a favoured 
label. What gives? Formats aside, Skrot Up do everything a label should. Simple as that.

Southern Records

Both as a label and a distributor, Southern tick all the boxes and then some. The Latitudes series  
alone earns massive kudos, and is worth looking into for some seriously awesome sessions by a 
wide variety of artists.



Favourite Daytrotter Sessions
With  sessions  posted  almost  daily  throughout  the  year,  Daytrotter  has  quite  a  number  of  live 
sessions to its credit, and consistently proves to be an incredibly good source for dicovering new 
artists  as  well  as  gaining  exclusive  versions  of  songs  from  pre-existing  favourites.  The  site 
underwent a few changes in 2010 - some for the better and some for the worse. Being able to  
purchase sessions in lossless format (at US$4.00) is a good thing; suddenly having to register for an 
account and download every song (including the brief spoken word intros) via the slightly clunky 
and occasionally malfunctioning download manager if you wish to partake of the free 128 kbps 
MP3's...not so good. But when it's awesome music made available for free, it's a little ingracious to 
complain. Much.

Timber Timbre - January 6

Blues, alt-country,  dark folk...  However you want to categorise Timber Timbre's music,  it's  just 
plain good. This session is of the calibre whereby you hear it once and you're off looking for an 
album to buy before the last note fades. Beautifully eerie and highly addictive.

Sharon Van Etten - March 18



This is one of my most favourite sessions, ever.  If you understand the different import of each 
word, you'll get what I mean when I say Sharon's songs are both pretty and beautiful - poignant and 
haunting to the point of enchanting. The four songs she delivered for this session are just about 
perfect, with an emotional resonance that will stay with you a good while after you listen to them. 
Highly recommended.

J. Tillman - April 14

I recommend this session if just for the supremely well done Though I Have Wronged You / Barter  
Blues medley, which just about nears perfection. J. Tillman is sometimes a little hit and miss with 
me, occasionally too soft and delicate I suppose. Then there are the examples like this session where 
everything just hits.

The Camel of the Sea - July 31

I dug this session so much I googled for ages trying to find an album or something - anything - 
more I could listen to... Only to find, by all accounts, the band were already defunct. A post on their  
Facebook page hinted otherwise back in August, and all I can really say is fingers crossed. Though, 
I will add that I eventually got in touch with one of the members who has a solo project called 
Kittens in the Engine, which is just as awesome. Definitely keep your eyes and ears out for one or 
the other.



Dark Dark Dark - October 5

Dark Dark Dark have three sessions under their  belt  now, and they've gotten better  each time. 
Considering I loved the first one, you should be able to fathom a guess as to how highly I rate this  
one. Their off-beat, almost classical neofolk gets more assured and more beautiful with each new 
session.

Honourable Mentions

Mount Eerie - February 15
CoCoRosie - August 16



Favourite Album Covers & Packaging
Album art and special packaging... I love it. Used effectively, it can offer an immediate sense of an 
album's ethos, so to speak, provide greater insight to the content. Sometimes it doesn't; sometimes 
it's just really darn pretty. And I like pretty things.

Alcest - Écailles de Lune

I'm often  tempted  to  buy the  albums  Fursy Teyssier  (of  Les  Discrets)  contributes  artwork  to, 
regardless of whether or not I dig the music contained within. Additional, honourable mentions go 
to the cover for Whom the Moon A Nightsong Sings, a compilation album, and Les Discrets' own 
cover for this year's Septembre Et Ses Dernières Pensées, pictured below respectively. 



Glissando - The Long Lost / Of Silence

What's not to love about this gorgeous packaging for two gorgeous songs? It is just beautifully 
elegant. I love the hand crafted touch; and all music aside, it really becomes something to treasure. I 
almost feel like  it needs to be kept in a little box of keepsakes.

Her Name Is Calla - The Quiet Lamb / Long Grass

At the very real risk of becoming boring and repetitive... It's impossible not to include these here, 
though. For an album years in the making, it shows at every single point, including the packaging 
and artwork. Thus, as far as I'm concerned, each and every kudos is not only well earnt, but would 
simply be downright wrong not to issue. The above are the wooden box CD editions, as they're the  
two I went for, but I've also got a bit of a yen for the limited vinyl version of The Quiet Lamb with 
picture discs.



David Wilson - Eucalyptus Grove

Kind of a footnote as it's something I've made an exception for, since it's a book rather than a music 
release. The contents of the book you can see laid out above, which are contained within that green 
envelope  on the  top  left.  It  is  the  first  in  a  planned series  by artist  David  Wilson,  filled  with 
sketches, maps, photographs and an invitation (copies, not original), celebrating an event attended 
by several artists. And yes, it does contain a CD. David Wilson, along with singers Mariee Sioux 
and  Joseph  Childress,  returned  to  Eucalyptus  Grove  to  commemorate  that  event,  and  the  CD 
captures David, Joseph and Mariee in conversation and the latter two in song. So no, while not 
strictly packaging for a music release, the inclusion of one means I say this qualifies, because it's 
just lovely.



Biggest Disappointments
In order to truly appreciate the good, it has to be tempered with a little bit of bad. While there's been 
a number of albums I've listened to that really didn't do anything for me, or if they did it certainly 
wasn't anything good, there wasn't really any albums I'd been greatly looking forward to and felt let  
down by. My disappointments this year are things that I did hope for - quite a lot, in most instances  
- but just never came to be.

Failure to understand...

Not  really  a  disappointment  in  the  album  -  I  cast  no  aspersions  on  its  quality.  I've  been 
recommended Joanna Newsom's music on and off for a couple of years, so over time I've read quite  
a  few reviews,  generally  praising  her  work  if  not  outright  gushing  over  it.  Oddly,  however,  I 
remained hesitant to actually listen, as they left me with a conflicted impression of whether or not I 
would love it or hate it. By no means do I dislike Have One On Me, I just don't think I get it. I really 
wanted to love it, and while I think it is a lovely listen, I also feel like it could take me years to  
relate to it. That's not a bad thing, maybe, I just don't know if I'm ever going to spend enough time  
to  get  there,  and perhaps it  is  the  sheer  scope of  this  particular  album that  prevents  me from 
developing the kind of intimacy I feel like I should have with it. It's kind of the same way I feel 
about some poetry, where I like the words and how they've been played with, and I understand them 
on  a  singular  basis,  but  I'll  be  hard-pressed  to  tell  you  what  the  hell  it  all  means,  and  thus,  
ultimately, fail to connect with it on anything other than a remote and aesthetic level.

Joseph Childress hasn't released an full-length album yet



Seems like forever ago I first heard an album had been finished and was looking to be released. At 
one point it was mentioned over at Endless Nest, then nada. I really hope this happens one day,  
because in amongst the veritable throng of guys with guitars who are enfabling their tales with 
American folk balladry, is someone who just... gets it so, so right. The Water Tower version of a 
song called Leaving the Barren Ground can be streamed over at Endless Nest. If I said I heart 
everything about that song, it would be a severe understatement. (Oh, and The White White Quilt 
track, even though they're now disbanded, would make the purchase of that 7" very wise indeed). In 
the mean time, I guess there's not much to be done other than continue to listen, love, wait and 
hope.

Not receiving music I've paid for

Is it here yet?

I've probably spent more this year than any other buying music online, and while the ratio of goods  
received to not doesn't exactly make me think twice about doing so, it's disheartening to send out $'s 
and wait...and wait...and wait for nothing. And when I say nothing, I'm mean in all regards. It's not 
just a matter of not getting the product, I get that stuff happens, mail gets lost etc. What really 
bothers me is getting no response from the people I bought from, even when I'm just asking for 
shipping confirmation. There's just no reason for that discourtesy. As tempting as it is, I'm not going 
to name names, but I will say I really freaking wanted More Sun. So much so that if I had at least  
been given the complimentary download I was supposed to get, I would have been happy enough.



The Year Ahead

Once the dust on 2010 settles, 2011 will undoubtedly have much to offer to stir it all up again. 
Here's a few things that are on my radar, either as rumoured or confirmed, that I'll be keeping a keen 
eye out for.

Giles Corey - ?
An intriguing and eclectic mix of styles from Dan Barret (Have A Nice Life). You can download a 
number of tracks via Last.fm and get intrigued about this seemingly neverending promise of more 
to come yourself. (Tentative release date of January).

I Love You But I've Chosen Darkness - ?
Unconfirmed, just heard rumours about studio time; would be nice.

Lisa Hannigan - ?
This as yet untitled release has been confirmed for 2011. If you sign up to Lisa's mailing list, you'll 
receive a demo version of a track named Braille.

The Monroe Transfer & Her Name is Calla - Collaboration
No album title or release date scheduled as yet, but lots of info to be found over at Nick Gill's (from 
TMT) blog.

Pillars and Tongues - ?
A new album is scheduled for release in February via Endless Nest. Will head straight to the top of 
my priority list when available.

PJ Harvey - Let England Shake
Scheduled  for  release  on  Valentine's  Day  (14th  February),  no  less.  Definitely  going  to  be  an 
interesting album, judging by Written On the Forehead.

Portishead - ?
Far from a confirmed 2011 release, but work on the album has been confirmed. To be honest, I do 
have a bit of reservation in my enthusiasm for this. I really like the first three albums. Quite a lot. 
But  I  just  didn't  have  any love  for  Chase  the  Tear,  a  single  released  a  year  ago for  Amnesty 
International. Here's hoping my fears are unfounded.



Rachael Yamagata - ?
News is a little sketchy on this - brief posts dating back to April and May of this year about the  
writing of new material. Will definitely be keeping my eyes and ears out, though - Happenstance 
was nice, Elephants...Teeth Sinking into Hearts was wonderful.

Rivulets - ?
A post back in June on rivulets.net mentioned the recording of material for a new album. One of my 
favourite, more recent discoveries, so one to watch out for.

The Twilight Sad - ?
Very much looking forward to the third album by this band. Not definitely slated for a 2011 release, 
but all signs are currently favourable.

Wye Oak - Civillian
Their  debut  If  Children  had some really  nice  moments,  and this  year's  EP My Neighbour/My 
Creator inspired further interest with the paradoxically dreamy sweet track I Hope You Die. If the 
new album's title track is anything to go by, some great stuff is on the way.

And Now For Some Wishful Thinking....

If any of the following release an album during 2011, I'll be happy.
If all of them release an album that's anywhere near on par with their last, I'll be delirious.

Autistic Daughters ♥ Damien Rice ♥ Inga Liljeström
My Brightest Diamond

Soap&Skin ♥  Tiny Vipers ♥  Tool



In Conclusion
I don't really have much to say in conclusion. Well, that's actually a lie. I had five paragraphs of  
nonsense here earlier, but after all that there's little of importance to add, and I probably started 
pushing patience ages ago. Never mind.

I seem to say this at the end of every year, but 2010 saw me paying more attention to music than 
ever before, despite the vast amounts I neglected. While the focus here is somewhat narrowed, at 
least in comparison to larger music-based sites and blogs, where the taste, knowledge and opinions 
of several contributors are pooled for a more extensive and balanced result, I at least hope this tour 
of my personal favourites was somewhere in the realm of interesting, informative and enjoyable, 
and that I've managed to highlight a thing or two that may have been missed by the majority.

On that note, I'm going to end things with a wink and a nod to a couple of awesome people at [sic]  
Magazine and a certain musician  from Blackpool... Three people in particular that allowed me to 
trust their judgement enough to ultimately trust my own.

Bless.

S4E
•♥•
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